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PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 

Your Nortbwest renewables utility 

DETERMINATION OF NONSIGNIFICANCE (DNS) 
(WAC 197-11-970) 

Name of Proposal: 

Spada Lake Wildlife Habitat Improvement Thinning 

Description of Proposal: 

The proposed project includes thinning twelve units across approximately 155 acres of forest on 
Snohomish PUD's Spada Lake Tract. The goal is to improve wildlife habitat by creating structural 
complexity in the stands and increasing sunlight to the forest floor, thereby increasing understory forage 
and berry production in accordance with the FERC approved Terrestrial Resource Management Plan for 
the Henry M. Jackson Hydroelectric Project. Approximately 0.56 miles of road construction is planned to 
access landlocked units, of which approximately 90% consist of reconstructing/restoring existing road 
grades; these grades will be abandoned when work is complete. Access to several units is through State­
owned roads and will require cutting of access right-of-way through DNR property onto Snohomish PUD 
property. Stands to be thinned are predominantly comprised of homogeneous, even-aged western 
hemlock, silver fir, and Douglas fir, with smaller proportions of western red cedar and red alder. The 
stands range in age from approximately 40 to 60 years. Understory vegetation includes sword fern, deer 
fern, salmonberry, and western hemlock seedlings and saplings. 

Proponent: 

Public Utility District No. I of Snohomish County 

Location of Proposal, including street address, if any: 

This project is located on PUD's Spada Lake Tract in Snohomish County, about 13 miles northeast of 
Sultan, WA. The legal description for the parcel is sections 20, 26, 27, 29, 33, and 34, Township 29 
North, Range 9 East W.M. The parcels on which the project will take place do not have a street address 
but they are located at the end of Sultan Basin Road around the Spada Lake reservoir. 

Lead Agency: 

Public Utility District No. I of Snohomish County 

The lead agency for this proposal has determined that it does not have a probable significant adverse impact 
on the environment. An environmental impact statement (EIS) is not required under RCW 43.21.030(2)(c). 
This decision was made after review of a completed environmental checklist and other information on file 
with the lead agency. 

This DNS is issued under WAC 197-11-340(2); the lead agency will not act on this proposal for 14 days 
from the date below. Comments must be submitted by January 6, 2026. 

Responsible Official: Andrew McDonnell Date: December 23, 2025 

Position/title: Manager, Generation Natural Resources 

Telephone: 425-783-1841 or 1-877-783-1000 extension 1841 

Email: AWMcclonnell@snopud.com 

Address: 2320 California Street, P.O. Box 1107 

Documents reviewed as part of this Determination of Non-significance can be viewed at: 

http://www.snopud.com/sepa or by request. 
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